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SERMON Ul. 


On 2 THESSALONIANS’ il. iE 


[Concluded from page 105.]} 





UCH is the authentic account of the myftery 
s_» of iniquity, working even in the apoftolic 
churches! An account given, not by the Jews or Hea- 
thens, but by the apoftles themfelves. To this we may 
add the account which is given by the Head and Found- 
er of the church: Him who holds the flars in his right 
hand, who is the faithful and true witnefs. We may 
eafily infer what was the {tate of the church in general, 
from the ftate of the feven churches in Afa. One of 
thefe indeed, the church of ‘Philadelphia, had kept his 
word, and had not denied his name, Rev. i. 8. ‘The 
church of Smyrna was likewife in a flourifhing ftate; 
but all the reft were corrupted more or lefs. Infomuch 
that feveral of them were not a jot better than the 
- prefent-race of chriftians: and our Lord then threat- 
ened, what he has long fince performed, to remove the 
candleftick from them. 

22. Such was the real ftate of the chrif tian chure h, 
even during the firft century. While not only St. Faba, 
but moft of the apoitles were prefent with, and rrefided 
over, it. But what a myftery is this? That the All- 
wife, the All- “gracious, the Almichty, fhould fuffer it 
fo to be! Not in one only, but, as fer as we can !carn, 
in every chriftian fociety, thofe of Smyrna and Phiiadel- 
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pia excepted. And how came thefe to be excepted? 
Why were thefe lefs corrupted (to go no farther) than 
the other churches of Ana? it feems, becaufe the 
were lefs wealthy. The chriftians in Philadelphia were 
not literally increafed in goods, like thofe in Ephefus or 
Laodicea: and if the chriftians at Smyrna had acquired 
more wealth, it was fwept away by perfecution. So 
that thefe having lefs of this world’s goods, retained 
more of the fimplicity and purity of the gofpel. 

23. But how contrary is this fcriptural account of the 
ancient chriftians, to the ordinary apprehenfions of 
men! We have been apt to imagine, that the primitive 
church was all excellence and perfection! Anfwerable 
to that {trong defcription, which St. Peter cites from 
Mofes: Ye area chofen generation, a royal priefthood, a 
holy nation, a peculiar people. And fuch without all 
doubt, the firft chriftian church, which commenced at 
the day of Pentecoft, was. But how foon did the fine 

old become dim? How foon was the wine mixed with 
water ? How little time elapfed, before the god of this 
world fo far regained his empire, that chriftians, in 
general, were fcarce diftinguifhable from heathens, 
fave by their opinions and modes of worthip ? 

24. And if the ftate of the church in the very firft 
century was fo bad, we cannot fuppofe it was any bet- 
ter in the fecond: undoubtedly it grew worle and 
worfe. Tertullian, one of the moft eminent chriftians 
of that age, has given us an account of it in various 
parts of his writings : whence we learn, that real, in- 
ternal religion was hardly found: nay, that not only 
the tempers of the chriftians were exactly the fame with 
thofe of their heathen neighbours (pride, paflion, love 
of the world reigning alike in both) but their lives and 
manners alfo. ‘Uhe bearing a faithful teftimony againit 
the general corr uption of chriftians, feems to have 
railed the outery againft Montanus ; and againft Tertul- 
lian himfelf, w hen he was convinced, that the teftimo- 
ny of Montanus was true. As to the herefies fathered 

wpon Mentanus, it is not eafy to find what they were. 
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\ believe his grand herefy was, the maintaining that 
without inward and outward holine/s no man Jfhall fee the 
Lord. 

25. Cyprian, bilhop of Carthage, in every refpect an 
unexceptionable witnefs, who flourifhed about the mid- 
dle of the third century, has left us abundance of let- 
ters, in which he gives a large and particular account 
of the ftate of religion in his time. In reading this, one 
would be apt to imagine, he was reading an account 
of the prefent century : fo totally void of true religion 
were the generality both of laity and clergy: fo im- 
merfed in ambition, envy, covetoufnefs, luxury, and 
all other vices, that the chriftians of Afric were then 
exactly the fame as the chriftians of Eng/and are now, 

26. It is true, that during this whole period, dur- 
ing the firft three centuries, there were intermixed 
longer or fhorter feafons, wherein true chriftianity re- 
vived. In thofe feafons the juftice and mercy of God, 
let loofe the heathens upon the chriftians. Many of 
thefe were then called to refift unto blood. And the 
blood of the martyrs was the feed of the church. The 
sy ae {pirit returned : and many counted not their 

es dear unto themfelves, fo they might finifh their courfe 

with joy. Many others were reduced toa happy pover- 
ty and being ftript of what they had loved too wel, 
they remembered from whence they were. falien, and re- 
pented, and did their firft works. 

27. Perfecution never did, never could give any latt- 
ing wound to genuine chriftianity. But the ereateft it 
ever received, the grand blow w hich was ftruck at the 
very root of that humble, gentle, patient love, which 
is the fulfilling of the chiiltian law, the whole effence 
of true religion, was ftruck in the fourth century by 
Conftantine the Great, when he called himielf a chrif- 
tian, and poured in a flood of riches, honours, and 
power upon the chriftians, more efpecially upon the 
clergy. ‘Then was fulfilled in the chriftian church what 
Sglluft fays of the people of Rome. Sublatd imperii 
emula non fenfim fed precipiti curft, a@ virtutibus defei- 
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tum, ad vitia tranfcurfum. Jult fo, when the fear of 
erfecution was removed, and wealth and honour at- 
tended the chriftian profeffion, the chriftians did not 
gradually fink, but rufhed headlong into all manner of 
vices. ‘Then the my {tery of iniquity was no more hid, 
but {talked abroad in the face of the fun. Then, not 
the golden, but the iron age of the church commenced : 


o 
Then one might truly fay, 


Protinus irrupit ven pejoris in evum 

Omne nefas ; fugére pudor, veruma ; fidefg ; 
In quorum fubiére locum fraudetq ; dolique, 
Infidieque, & vis, & amor fceleratus habendi. 


At once, in that unhappy age, broke in 

AI} wickednefs and ev’ry deadly fin : 

Truth, modefty, and love fled far aw: ay, 

And force and thirft of gold claim’d univerfal fway. 


28. And this is the event, which moft chriftian ex. 
pofitors mention with fuch triumph! Yea, which fome 
of them fuppofe to be typified in the Rapeietion, by the 
New ‘Ferufalem coming down from heaven : ‘ Rather fay, it 
was the coming of fatan and all his legions from the 
bottomlefs pit: feeing from that very time he hath fet 
up his throne over the face of the whole earth, and 
reigned over the chriftian as well as the pagan world, 
with hardly any controul. Hiftorians indeed tell us very 
gravely, of nations in every century, who were by fuch 
and fuch (faints without doubt!) converted to chrifti- 
anity. But ftill thefe converts practifed all kind of abo- 
minations, exactly as they did before: no way differing 
either in their tempers or in their lives from the nations 
that were {till called heathens. Such has been the de- 

lorable {tate of the chriftian church, from the time of 
Conftantine till the reformation. A chriftian nation, a 
chriftian city (according to the {criptural mode) was no 
where to be feen; but every city and country, a few 
individuals excey pted, was plung red in all manner of 
wickednefs. 
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29. Has the cafe been altered fince the reformation? 
Does the myltery of iniquity no longer work in the 
church? No, the reformation itielf has not extended to 
above one third even of the weftern church. So that two 
thirds of this remain as they were: fo do the eaftern, 
fouthern, and northern churches. ‘They are as full of hea- 
thenifh, or worfe than heathenifh abominations as ever 
they were before. And what is the condition of the re- 
formed churches? It is certain that they were reformed 
in their opinions, as well as their modes of worfhip. But 
is not this all? Were either their tempers or lives re- 
formed? Not at all. Indeed many of the reformers 
themlelves complained, that “ The reformation was not 
carrried far enough.” But what did they mean? Why, 
* it they. did not fufficiently reform the rites and cere- 
onies of ‘the church! ye fools and blind! To fix your 
Ww whale attention on the circumftantials of religion! Your 
complaint ought to have been, The effentials of religion 
were not carried far enough. You ought vehemently 
to have infifted, on an entire change of men’s tempers 
nd /ives: on their eee they had the mind that was 
in Chrift, by walking as he alfo walked. Without this how: 
xquifitely trifling was the reformation of opinions and 
aie and ceremonies ? Now let any one furvey the {tate 
of chriftianity in the reformed parts of Switzerland. 
In Germany or France. In Sweden, Denmark, Holland. 
In Great Britain and Ireland. How little are any of 
thefe reformed chriftians, better than heathen nations? 
Have they more (a will not fay, communion with God, 
although there is no chriftianity without it) but have 
they more juftice, mercy or truth, than the inhabitants 
of China, or Indoflan? O no! We mutt acknowledge 
with forrow and fhame, that we are far beneath them ! 



























































































That we, who by thy name are nam’d, 
The heathens unbaptiz’d out-lin ! 





30. Is not this ae away or apofafy trom God, 
foretold by St. Pau! in his fecond epittle to the Thefl- 
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alonians? (chap. ii. ver. 3.) Indeed I would not dare 
to fay, with George fox, that this apoftafy was univerfal: 

that there never were any real chriftians in the world, 

from the days of the apoffles till his time. But we may 
boldly fay, that wherever chriftianity has fpread, the 
apoftafy has fpread alfo. Infomuch that although there 
are now, and always have been, individuals, who were 
real chriftians, yet the whole world never did, nor can 
at this day, fhew a chriftian country or city. 

31. I would now refer it to every man of reflection, 
who believes the {criptures to be of God, whether this 
general apoftafy does not imply the neceflity of a gene- 
ral reformation? Without allowing this, how can we 
poflibly juftify either the wifdom or goodnefs of God? 
According to fcripture, the chriftian religion was de- 
figned for the healing of the nations ; for the faving from 
fin, by means of the fecond Adam, all that were con/ti- 
tuted finners by the firft. But it does not anfwer this 
end: it never did, unlefs for a fhort time at Feru/alem. 
What can we fay, but that if it has not yet, it furely 
will anfwer it. ‘The time is coming, when not only all 
Irael fhall be Saved, but the fulnefs of the Gentiles will 
come in. The time cometh, when violence fhall no more 
be heard in the earth, wa/ling or deftruétion within our 
borders ; but every city fhall call her walls falvation, and 
her gates praife : when the people, faith the Lord, /hall 
be all righteous, they fhall inherit the land for ever ; the 
branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may 
be glorified, Tfaiah Ix. 18. 21. 

32. From the preceding confiderations we may learn 
the full anfwer to one of the grand objections of infidels 
againit chriftianity, namely, The lives of chriftians. Ot 
chriftians, do you fay? I doubt whether you ever knew 
a chriftian in your li ife. When Tomo Chachi, the Indian 

chief keenly replied, to thofe who fpoke to him of being 
a chriftian, “ Why there are chri/tians at Savannah! 
There are chriftians at [rederica ”’ The proper anfwer 
was, ** No, they are not: they are no more chriflians 
than you and Sinauk y.”? © But are not thefe chriftians 
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in Canterbury, in London, in We/tminfter ?”” No, no more 
than they are angels. None are chriftians, ‘but they 
that have ee mind which was in Chrift, and walk as he 
walked. ‘“ Why, if thefe only are chriftians, faid an 
eminent wit, I never faw a chriftian yet.”’ I believe it: 
‘ou never did. And perhaps you never will. For you 
will never find them in the grand or the gay world. 
The few chriftians that are upon earth are only to be 
found, where you never look for them. Never therefore 
urge this objection more; never object to chriftianity 
the lives or tempers of heathens. Though they are cal/l- 
ed chriftians, the name does not imply the thing: they 
are as far from this as hell from heaven. 

. We may learn from hence, Secondly, the extent 
of the fall, the aftonifhing {pread of original corruption. 
What, among fo many thoufands, fo many millions, is 
there none righteous, no, not one? Not by nature. 


But including the grace of God, I will not fay with the 
heathen poet, 


Rari quippe boni, numero vix totidem quot 
Thebarum porte, vel divitis oftia Nili. 


As if he had allowed too much, in fuppofing there were 
a hundred good men in the Roman empire, he comes 
to himfelf and affirms, there are hardly feven. Nay, 
furely there were feven thoufand? There were fo many 
long ago in one {mall nation, were Elijah fuppofed there 
were none at all. But allowing a few exceptions, we 
are authorized to fay, The whale world lieth in wickednefs : 
yea, in the wicked one (as the words properly fignify) 
* Yes, the whole heathen world.’”’ Yea, and the chritti- 
an too (fo called). For where is the difference, fave in a 
few externals? See with your own eyes. Look into that 
large country, Indoffan. Vhere are chriltians and hea- 
thens too. Which have more juftice, mercy, and truth ? 
The chriftians or the heathens? Which are moft corrupt, 
infernal, devilifh in their tempers and practice? The 
£ Enelife or the Indians? Which have defolated whole 
.atries, and clogged the rivers with dead bodies ? 


A SERMON ON 2 THESS. ll. 7. 
O facred name of chriftian! how profan’d! 


O earth, earth, earth! how doft thou groan under 
the villanies of thy chriftian inhabitants! 

34- From many of the preced ing circumitances we 
may learn, Thirdly, what is the genuine tendency of 
riches; what a baleful influence they have had in all 
ages, upon pure and undefiled relicion. Not that money 
is an evil of itfelf: it is applicable to good as well as 
bad purpofes. But, neverthelels, itis an undoubted truth, 
That the Jove of money is the root of all evil: and alto 
that the poffeffion of riches naturally breeds the love of 
them. Accordingly it is an old remark, 


Crefcit amor nummi, quantum ipfa pecunia crefcit. 


«< As money increafes, fo does the love of it,” and al- 
ways will without a miracle of grace. Although there- 
fore*other caufes may concur, yet this has been in all 
ages the principal caufe of the decay of true religion in 
"ey ery chriftian community. As long as the chriftians 
in any place were poor, they were devoted to God. 

While they had little of the world, they did not love 
the world: but the more they had of it, the more they 
loved it. This conftrained the Lover of their fouls, 
at various times to unchain their perfecutors, who by 
reducing them to their former poverty, reduced them 
to their former purity. But ftill remember, riches have 
in all aves been the bane of genuine chriftianity. 

35. We may learn hence, Fourthly, how great watch- 
tulnefs they need, who defire to be real chriftians, con- 
fidering w hat a fate the world is in! May not each o! 
them well fay, 


“© Into a world of ruffians fent, 
I walk on hoftile ground : 
Wild human bears on flaughter bent, 
And rav’ning wolves furround.” 


They are the more dancerous, becaufe they commonly 
appear in fheep’s clothing. Even thofe who do not pre- 
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tend to religion, yet make fair profetlions_of good-will, 
of readinels to ferve us, and perhaps of truth and ho- 
nelly. But beware of taking their word. Truft not 


any man, until he fears Gods It is a great truth, 


“He can love no friend !”’ 


that fears no God, 
Therefore Rand upon your guard againft every one that 
is not earneftly feeking to fave his foul. Weh ave need 
to keep both cur heart and mouth as with @ bridle, while 
ihe ungodly are ia our fight. Vheir conaveriation, their 
{pirit is infectious, and {leals upon us apawareiy we know 
not how. Ha PRY is the man. that fangs always Mm this 
fenfe alfo, leit he fhoul d partake of other men’s fins ! 
O keep thyfelf pure ! Watch and pray, that ihou enter not 
inio temptation ! 

36. We may learn from hence, laftly, what thank- 
fulnefs becomes thofe, who have efcaped the corruption 
that is in the world, whom God hath cholen out of the 
world, to be holy and unblameable. Who is it that makcth 
thee to differ? And x 
ceived? Is it not God alone who worketh in thee both to 

will and by do of bis good pleafure? And let thofe give 
rey whom the Lord hath redsemed and delivered fro mn 
the band ¢ fi! i¢ enemy. Let us praile him, that he hath 
given us to * the deplorable ftate of all that are round 
about us: to fee the wickednefs which overflows the 
earth, rely yet not be borne away by the torrent! We 
fee the general, the almoft pet! contag ‘ion; and yet 
it cannot approach to hurt us! hanks be unto Him 
who hath delivered us from fo sib a death, and doth 
ftill deliver’ And have we not farther ground for 
thanktulnefs, yea, and trong confolation, in the bleff- 
ed hope which God hath giv en us, that the time is at 
hand, when righteoufnels fhall be as univerfal as un- 
ri ghteouineds i is now? Allowing that the whole creation 
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maintain his own caule. 1d the whole ‘creation th 
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vhat haft thou which thou haf not ree 


st its it will” not ‘eles groan: God will arife and | 
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then be delivered both from moral and natural cor- 
ruption. Sin, and its confequence, pain, fhall be no 
more : holinefs and happinefs will cover the earth. ‘Then 
fhall the ends of the world fee the falvation of our God. 
And the whole race of mankind {hall know and love 
and ferve God, and reign with him for ever and ever 





< <ee > D> _——_—_—_—_— 


A foort Account of Mr. Sampson Sranirortn ; in a 
Letter to the Rev. Mr. Weszer. 


[Continued from page 117. | 


S foon as 1 had opportunity to fpeak to my dear 

" companion, he told me it had been a happy day 

to him. He had received two mufket-balls: but one 

ftruck him on the right thigh, and hit on two feven- 

penny pieces that were in his pocket (they are of a mix- 

ed metal, about the fize of half a crown:) it appeared 

to him as if he had received a blow with a ftick. The 

other {truck him on his left fide pocket, upon a clafp- 

ed knife, and bent the blade, and loofened it in the 
handle. So that we may well fay, 


*“ Go and return fecure from death, 
Till God command thee home.’”’ 


I had ate nothing that day, but a little brown bread, 
and drank only a little water. But I was very thankful, 
as if 1 had received it immediately from the hands of 
God. 

We marched all that night and the next day, and 
more and more of our {fcattered army overtook us; but 
many lay down on thg ground, and could go no far- 
ther. Glory be to’God, he gave me conitant peace, 
and itrength to keep with the main body, being always 
one of the firft, tll we encamped at Le/ings. We then 
began to inquire, who of our fociety was gone home? 
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We miffed many out of our regiment. One was faying 
how happy I am!’? And jutt as he fpoke, a cannon- 
fhot came and took off his head. We loft four preach- 
ers, and many of the fociety. But my dear companion, 
with the other brethren in the regiment, were ftill as 
the heart of one man. Such was the religion of the 
foldiers at this time, before any of them were corrupted 
by new opinions! I then thought, This ftate of life is 
the only one, to love and ferve God in: I would not 
change it for any other under the fun, upon any con- 
fideration whatever. How did this fweeten all the fa- 
tigues, and hafdfhips, and dangers I had to go through! 
Glory be to God, I rejoiced in them all. Meantime I 
was continually exhorting finners to repent. And they 
would bear it now, as the French were fo near us, and 
we knew not how foon they would fall upon us. The 
whole army was drawn up in order of battle, expecting 
to be attacked by them every day. But inftead of this 
they pufhed forward and took Ghent, and afterwards all 
Flanders, as far as ( Yeend. 

About this time the lieute: nant, an rafter of our 
regiment fent for me, and faid, rvant was kill- 
ed at Fountenoi, and | intend to ae you in his place.” 
As he had always been particularly kind to me, I knew 
not what to do. It was not a command, but a favour 
offered, which he left to my choice. I earnefily prayed 
to God for direétion. I then returned him my fincereft 
thanks for his kind offer: but faid, ** I could not accept 
of it.” He looked earneftly at me, and faid, “ Pray, 
what are your reafons for refufing it?’ 1 anfwered, 
“ Sir, the firft is, I could not have time to attend 
preaching, and meet with my chriftian friends: the fe- 
cond, I fhould be obliged to do on the Lord’s day what 
would give me pain, and difpleafe God.” He replied, 
“'f like you the better for being fo honeft. Go your 
way. I will be your friend.” 

A thort time after, there came an order for “ ten men 
out of our regiment, to go to the train, and learn the 
exercife of the great guns, to fupply the place of thofe 
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that were killed at Fountenci: but active, fober men, 
and fuch as could be depended on.”’ ‘The corporal came 
and faid, “* Get yourielf ready: for you muft leave 
the regiment and go to the artillery.” I was forry to 
leave my brethren, ‘put could not in confcience difobey 
2 lawful command. My brethren alfo were Yorry ; but 
we encouraged each other, that we fhould not be far 
from one another. So we prayed, and parted. My 
pay was now near double to what it was before. And 
1 had two of the fociety with me, brother Hammond 
and Hodges ; both much zlive to Gag, was kept in 
conftant peace, a thirft for God, and Olging for more 
of his image. As often as I could, I went to fee my 
dear brethren : and we always pray ed and praifed God 
tovether. And even the reft of the company were glad 
to ice me: for I have frequently remarked, there is a 
kind of affect on in the army tov vard one awthher, which 
is hardly to be found elfew here, 

{ had not been many weeks in my new employ, when 
we heard there was a nifing in Scotland ; and that the 
rebels had d ed the king’s army, at Pre/ton-pans, 
near Edinburghy #And orders came, that the greateft 
part of the Engli/h army, fhould march dire¢tly for 
England. 1 was fent back to my own regiment. We 
made forced marehes, and the tranfports being ready 
at Lelvoetfluys, we foon came within fight of land. In 
all thefe movements I found no decay of inward life. I 
knew it was my duty to obey my fuperiors, and God 
made it my siahine, He was always before me in every 
place; and | could boldly teftify, 


: a 
pretence makes my paradife, 
Aud where thou art is heav’a.”’ 


Our regiment and two more, landed at Gravefend, 
when we marched on and are at Deptford heath, 
in the latter end of October, 1745. The next Lord’s- 
d lay we of the fociety went to Bexley church. We lay 
at Bexley three or four weeks, and conftantly attendes 
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on Mr. Pier’s miniftry, and there we received a larger 
account of you; O how did I then long to fee you! 
Thence we marched to Deptford. When we were drawn 
up there in the Broadway, William Giles came and in- 
vited us to his houfe, were we {pent the evening in fing- 
ing and prayer, and my foul was much refrefed. My 
mind was ftill kept in perfect peace. It was nothing to 
me where | was, at home or abroad, in the field, or in 
the church, marching, or fitting in the clofet. We 
made long marches from hence, hearing that the re- 
bels were marching fwiftly fouthward. Wherever we 
were, I inquired if there were any Methodifts, that we 
might fing and pray together. The army was aflembled 
when we came to Stafford ; and we were ordered to be 
ready at a minute’s warning. We had not been here 
many hours, when at ten o’clock, ina cold, froity night 
about the middle of December, the drum beat to arms. 
We were drawn up in order of battle, and marched on, 
our ipies informing us, that in two hours we fhould 
meet the rebels. We had then orders to load our picces, 
and to be ready at the word of command. 
We marched on, and the morning came on. The 

rebels now hearing of us, turned off for Derby road, 

thinking, it feems, to pafs us and get to Londan. By 
this time we had got to Stone, where we learned, they 
were returning northward. On this the mai army was 
ordered to purfue them, and fome raginents to march 
back to Londen, left they fhould give us the flip. Our 
regiment was one of thefe. We were to lie in the towns 
and villages near London. | ad a great defire to lie at 
Greenwich or Deptford. We made long marches; and 
when we were near London, orders came that our re- 
eiment fhould be quartered a t Greenwich and Deptford. 
I was glad though I knew not why: for I had no know- 
ledge either of the place or the people. On Chriftmas- 
eve we came to the place, and I was quartered in the 
next public-houfe, which is the very houfe where | now 
live. 
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On Chriftmas-day we went to church, and fpent the 
evening at brother Giles’, in finging and prayer. We 
lay here till April 1746, but had orders, not to go a- 
bove a mile from our quarters. Hearing thefe orders 
read,I went to the commanding officer, who faid, ** Well, 
Sampfon, what do you want ?”’ I faid * Leave, Sir, if 
you pleafe for two or three of us to go to London, twice 
or thrice a week.”’ He faid, “* For what ?”’ I anfwered 
* To hear preaching.” What, laid he, ‘* cannot you 
go to church?” I faid, “ Yes Sir, and I count it both 
my duty and privilege fo to do. But Lam much united 
-in affection to the Rev, Mr. We/ley, and I want to fee 
and hear him, and to be joined with him and his peo- 
ple.” He looked at me, and faid, ** Well, thou art the 
fame honeft man as before.” He immediately wrote an 
order for me and one or two more to pafs to and from 
London, as often as we pleafed. He added, that he 
knew Mr. Wejfley, and was glad I had made fo good a 


































choice. When not on duty, we alfo met twice a day in 
the old room at Depiford, to read the fcriptures, and to 
pray and praife God. At this time I had no thought : 
of preaching, though my dear companion often told f 
me, ** God would call me to it before I died.” . 
[To be continued. ] ir 
6 SB te 
THOUGHTS on tur WRITINGS is 
OF de 
BARON SWEDENBORG. th 
By ihe Rev. Fobn Wefley. a) 
[Continucd from page 123. | W 
| 2. F'T us now inguire, what is the Baron’s own ‘ 
belief, concerning the Trinity. he; 
Of the Lord, the Redzemer. om 
‘in ; my 
“ The Lord reccived his foul from Jehovah, and the A, 





divinity of the Father was the Lord’s foul.” 
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“<The humanity whereby God fent himfelf into the 
world was the Son of God.” 

‘ The paflion of the crofs was the final temptation 
which the Lord endured as the grand prophet. And it 
was the means of the glorification of his humanity : 
that is, of its union with the divinity of the Father.” 

No. There is not a word in all the bible, concern- 
ing any fuch union of the humanity of Chrift, with the 
divinity of the Father, he was then glorified, when he 
was received again into the glory which he had before 
the world began. 

13. What then is redemption | : 

“¢ Bringing the hells under fubjection, and reducing 
the heavens into order. God’s omnipotence in accom- 
plifhing this work, was an effect of his humanity.” 
Strange indeed! * It is now believed, that his pafhon 
on the crofs was the very act of his redemption. No: 
the act of his redemption confiited in this, that he ac- 
complifhed the laft judgment, which was executed in 
the {piritual world, and then feparated the fheep from 
the goats, and drove out of heaven thofe that were u- 
nited to the dragone He then formed a new heaven of 
fuch as were found Worthy, and a new hell of fuch as 
were found ‘conan and by degrees reduced all things 
in each place to order. . By thefe aéts he united him- 
fel to the Father, and the Father himfelf to him.” 

The Lord is now acc@mplifhing redemption, that 
is, fabduing the hells, and bringing the heavens into or- 
der, which was begun in the year 1757, together with 
the latt judgment executed at the fame time.” 

What heaps of abfurdity are here! Only fit to have 
a place in Orlando Furtolo. 

Redemption is “ bringing the hells into fubjection.” 
¥ hen were they not in fubjection to the A! mighty ? 

‘ And reducing the Reavens into order.” When was 
oer the abode of angels, out of order? * Gad’§ 
omnipotence was an eflect of his humanity.”’ Blalphe- 
ny joined with confummate nonfente. “* He dy decrees 
reduced them to order.” By degrees? No: a word, a 
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nod from Jehovah was fuflicient. * By thefe a&s he uni- 
ted himfelt to the Father.” Blafohemous nonfenfe a- 
cain. * The laft judgment was executed in the year 
1757.’ This is the top of all the Baron’s difcourtfes ! 

*¢ It was once granted me to {peak to the mother Ma- 
ry. She appeared in heaven juft over my head, and 
faid, She was the mother of the Lord, as he was borne 
of her: but that «hen he was made God, he put off all 
the humanity he had from her. And therefore the is 
unwilling any fhould call him Aer /on, becaufe in him 
all is divine.”’ 

In all this jumble of diffonant notions, there is not 
one that is fupported by any {cripture, taken in its 
plain, obvious meaning. And moft of them are as con- 
re to {cripture as to common fenfe. 

. But here follows as curious an affertion as any. 
- Chritt redeemed the angels as wellas men. The angels 
could not have ftood (mark the proof!) unlefs the Lord 
had wrought this redemption, becaufe the whole 
angelic heaven with the church on earth is as a fingle 
man, whofe internal is the angelic heaven, and whofe 
external is the church. To be more particular; the 
higheft heaven is the head; the fecond and lowett 
heaven are the breaft and middle region of the body. 
The church on earth is the loins and the feet: the 
Lord is the foul of the whole man. Wherefore unle!s 
the Lord had effected redemption, this whole man mult 
have bee n deftroyed. The feet and loins mutt have perith- 
ed, by the defection of the loweft heaven: the region 
of the breait, by the defection of the fecond heaven. 
And tien the head, being left without a body, mutt 
of neceility have fallen to decay.” 

Surely iuch an argument has not often-been feen! 
But it is full ag good : as the conclufion drawn from it: 

which is utterly inconfiftent with the declaration of St. 

Paul, He teak not at? » himfelf the nature of angels, 1 In OF 

der to redeem them, but ‘only thet of man, in order to 
loft ie. 


[ To be ¢ 
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a Extrad from A Surrer of the Wispom of Gon in 
the CREATION: 


[Continued from page 128. ] 


HE fin, like a curious furtout, covers the whole, 
formed of the moft delicate net-work, whofe methes 
are mtinute, and whofe threads are multiplied, even to 
a prodigy: the mefhes are fo minute, that nothing paff- 
es them, which is difcernible by the eye ; though they 
difcharge every moment myriads and myriads of fuper- 
fluous incumbrances. The threads are fo multiphed, 
that neither the point of the fmalleft needle, nor the in- 
finitely finer lance of a gnat, can pierce any part, with- 
out drawing blood, and caufing an uneafy fenfation. 
Confequently, without wounding, by fo fmall a punc- 
ture, both a nerve and a vein! 

But a courfe of inceffent action muft exhauft the fo- 
lids and wafte the fluids, and unlefs both are properly 
recruited, in a fhort time deftroy the machine. For 
this reafon it is furnifhed with the organs, and endued 
with the powers of nutrition: Teeth, the foremoift, thin 
and fharp, to bite afunder the food: the hindermoft, 
broad and ftrong, indented with fmali cavities, the bet- 
ter to grind in pieces what is tranfmitted tothem. But 
in children, the formation of teeth is poftponed till they 
have occafion for them. 

Were the teeth like other bones, covered with the 
periofteum, chewing would give much pain. Were they 
quite naked, they ‘would foon decay and perifh. To 

guard againtt both, they are overlaid with a neat enamel, 
harder than the bone itfelf, which gives no pain in chew- 
ing, and yet fecures them from various injuries. 

The Lips prevent the food trom flipping out of the 
mouth, and affifted by the tongue, return it to the 
grinders. While they do this in concert with the cheeks 
the y fqneese a thin liquor from the adjacent ¢ clands. 
Phis moiftens the food and prepares it for divet ion. 


wr 
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When the mouth is inattive, thefe are nearly clofed : 
but when we {peak or cat, their moifture being then 
“mecefiary, it is expreft as need requires. 

But the food could not defcend merely by its own 
ae through a.narrow and clammy paflage into the 
ftomach. Therefore to effect this, mufcles both /raight 

_# and circular are provided. The former enlarge the ca- 
vity, and give an eafy admittance. The latter, clofing 
behind the defcending aliment, prefs it downward. But 
before the food enters into the gullet, it muft of ne- 
ceflity pafs over the orifice of the windpipe: whence it 
is in danger of falling upon the lungs, which might 
occafion inftant death. To obviate this, a moveable lid 
is placed, which when the fmalleft particle advances, is 
pulled down and fhut clofe, but as foon as it is fwallow- 
ed, is let loofe and ftands open. Thus the important 
pafs is always made fure again{t any noxious approaches ; 
yet always left free for the air, and open for refpiration. 

The food defcending into the {tomach is not yet ready 
for the bowels. Therefore that great receiver is ftrong 
to bear, and proper to detain it, till it is wrought into 
the fmootheft pulp imaginable. From hence it is dil- 
charged by a gentle force, and pafles gradually into the 
-inteftines. 

Near the entrance waits the ga/l-bladder, ready to pour 
its falutary juice upon the aliment, which diffolves any 
thing vifcid, fcours the inteftines, and keeps all the 
fine apertures clear. This bag, as the ftomach fills, is 
vreit thereby, and then only difcharges its contents. It 
is alfo furnifhed with a valve of a very peculiar, name- 
ly, of a fpiral form; through which the deterfive li- 
quid cannot haftily pour, but muft gently ooze. Ad- 
mirable conftruction! Which, without any care of 
ours, gives the needful fupply and no more. 

The nutriment then puriues its way through the 
inazes of the inte/tines: which, by a worm-like motion, 
preted it, and force its fmall particles into the /edeal 

veffels. Phele are a-feries of finet ftrainers » Tanged in 
countlefs multitudes all along the fides of the winding 
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paflage. Had this been ‘traight or fhort, the food could 
not have refigned a fufficient quantity of its nourifhing 
particles. Therefore it is artfully convolved and great- 
ly extended, that whatever pafles may be fifted through- 
ly. As the aliment proceeds, it is more and more drain- 
ed of its nutritious juices. In confequence of this, it 
would become hard, and pain the tender parts, but 
that glands are pofted in proper places, to difcharge a 
lubricating fluid. ‘Thefe are fmaller and fewer near the 
ftomach, becaufe there the aliment is moift enough: 
whereas in the bowels remote from the ftomach, they 
are either multiplied or enlarged. 

The chyle drawn off by the lacteals is carried through 
millions of duéts, too fine even for the microfcope to 
difcover. ‘Yo this it is owing, that nothing enters the 
blood, but what is capable of pafling through the fineft 
vellels. It is then lodged in feveral commodious cells 
(the glands of the me/entery) and there mixt with a thin 
diluting lymph, which makes it more apt to flow. 
Hence it is conveyed to the common receptacle, and 


mounts through a perpendicular tube into the left /ub-— 


clavian vein. This tube lies contiguous to the great ar- 
tery, Whofe ftrong pulfation drives on the fluid, and 
enables it to afcend and unload its treafure, at the very 
door of the heart. 

But the chyle is as yet in too crude a ftate, to be frt 
for the animal functions. Therefore it is thrown into the 
lungs. In the {pungy cells of this amazing laboratory, 
it mixes with the external air, and its w hole fubitance 
is made more fmooth and unitorm. Thus improved, it 
enters the left ventricle of the heart, a ftrong, adtive, 
indefatigable mufcle. ‘The arge mufcles of the arm or 
of the thigh are foon wearied: a day’s labour, or a 
day’s journey exhautts their ftrength. But the heart 
toils whole wee ks, whole months, nay years, unw earied: 
is equally a ftranger to intermiffion and fatigue. Im- 
pelled by this, part of the blood thoots upward to the 
head ; part rolls through the whole body. 
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But how fhall a {tream divided into myriads of chan- 
nels, be brought back to its fource? Should any por- 
tion of it be unable to return, putrefaction, if not death, 
muft enfue. Therctere the all-wife Creator has connect- 
ed the extremities of the arteries with the beginning of 
the veins: fo that the fame force which darts the blood 
through the former, helps to drive it through the lat- 
ter. ‘Thus it is re-conducted to the great ciftern, and 
there played off afreth. 

Where two oppofite currents would be in danger of 
clafhing, where the ftreams, from the vena cava and 
vena afcendens coincide, a fibrous excrefcence interpofes, 
which, like a projecting pier, breaks the ftroke of each, 
and throws both into their proper receptacle. Where 
the motion is to be fpeedy, the channels either forbear 
- wind (as in the great artery, which defcends to the 

ft) or leffen in their dimenfions, as in ev ery interval 
between all the ramifications. When the progrefs is to 
be retarded, the tubes are varioufly convolved or their 
diameter contracted. Thus guarded, the living flood 
never difcontinues its courfe, but night and day, whe- 
ther we fleep or wake, ftill perfeveres to run. brifkly 
*through the arteries, and seturn foftly through the 
veins. 

‘But farther. The great Creator has made us an in- 
valuable prefent of the fenfes, to be the inlets of innu- 
merable pleafures, and the means of the moft valuable 
advantages. 

The eye, in its elevated ftation, commands the moft 
enlarged profpects. Confifting only of fluids, inclofed 
within coats, it fhews us all the graces and glories of 
nature. How wonderful, that an image of the hugeft 
mountains, and the wideft land{capes, fhould enter the 
fmall pupil! that the rays of light fhould paint on the 
optic nerve, paint in an inflant of time, paint in their 
trueft colours, and exacteft lineaments, every fpecies 
of external objects: 

The eye is fo tender, rc the flighteft touch might 
injure its delicate frame. [tis guarded therefore with 
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culiar care, intrenched deep, and barricaded round 
“with bones. As the finalleft fly might incommode its 
polifhed furface, it is farther protected by two fubitan- 
tial curtains. In fle.p, when there is no occafion for 
the fenfe, but a neceflity to guard the organ, thefe cur- 
tains clofe of their own accord. At any time they fy 
together as quick as thought. They are lined with an 
extreme fine fponge, moilt with its own dew. Its brift- 
iy palifades keep out the leaft mote, and mcderate the 
too ftrong impreflions of the light. 

As in our waking hours we have almoit inceffant 
need for thefe little orbs, they run upon the finetft caf- 
tors, rolling every way with the utmoft eafe: which 
cir cumitance, added to the flexibility of the neck, ren- 
ders our two eyes as ufeful as a thoufand. 


[To be continued. | 
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WITCHCRA  F T. 


[ Concluded from. page 130. ] ‘ é 
Confiderable time before the weeks expired, fhe 
invited fuch of her acquaintance as vitited her, 

to come on Friday night, the 23d ult. and fee her get 
the victory over the witch and the devil. Betore that 
night approached, the faw am a vifion, a young gentle- 
man who had all the advantages of a liberal education, 
and whofe literary abilities are fufficiently known in the 
place; yet fhe had never feen him in perfon. She had 
a fore-know ledge, that in his firft attempt to pray, he 
would not have it in his power to afk mercy for her. 
This really happened; for as foon as he had uttered the 
firft fentence, which confifted folely in adoration, he 
had not power to {peak a werd more, but flood perfec- 
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ly confounded. She immediately cried out, in the midft 
of the ¢ompany, that he need not be furprifed, for fhe 
knew beforehand that this was to be the cafe. Anothér 
then attempted to pray, when fhe cried out, moft ear- 
neftly, for the love of God, to ftop him, for her very 
foul was tormented. A third attempted, but ftopt alfo. 
Some time elapfed before any more attempts were made, 
and fome of her friends would have had her bring the 

entleman to the bed-fide who had attempted to pray 
firft ; but fhe declared that fhe could not bear the fight 
of him for fear of her heart failing ; yet juft before the 
fell into the third fit; the defired him to make a fecond 
attempt to pray, though fhe doubted he would be ra- 
ther weak {lill. This he acknowledged was the cafe; 
for it was with the utmoft difficulty he could find one 
expreflion to fubjoin to another. Before fhe fell into the 
fourth fit, fhe faid to him, ** Now, Sir, be bold, and 
never mind me, let me cry as I will: but pray to God 
for mercy for me, and fet the devil and all his emifla- 
es at defiance.”” He then declared that he found no 

nore difficulty in the duty. In the time of his prayer, 
fhe thought fhe faw her tormentor, and cried to her 
mott vehemently, “Thou wicked wretch! thou. think- 
eft to hinder me from hearing the gentleman's prayer ; 
but through grace I defy thee and all the devils in hell, 
to hinder me from hearing him to the end.’’ She 
faid alter, fhe heard every word of it, though her 
fhrieks were crageaee louder than the fpeaker’ § VOICE; 
and the. moment fhe had uttered the word, Amen, the 
fell into a fwoon; and it was obfervable through all her 
fits that fhe ftill was cryin® for mercy. 

When fhe recovered from her fourth fit, which was 
betwixt nine and ten, P. M. though unable to fpeak, 
the fignified by claps of her hands, how many fits fhe 
was to have before her releafe. In the fourth prayer, 
the apprehended fhe faw the devil above the gentleman’s 
head who was praying, and fhe came leaping towards 
him, as if to ward the devil off him, and cried out, 
«Thou devil, flop him if thou dare; through divine’ 
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ftrength {defy thee and all the powers of darknefs to 


ftop him now.” Betwixt this and her releafe, her voice 
changed three different times ; fometimes fhe fqualled 
like a.cat; then barked like a dog, and frequently 
roared like a wild beaft: at which time her face was 
{carcely left in human fhape. She told, a confiderable 
time before her releafe, that fhe fhould either die or be 
delivered precifely at half paft twelve, which happened 
moft exactly ; ; for by the time that the naked eye could 
perceive the fecond hand of the watch pafs ‘the half 
hour, fhe arofe, feemingly in as good health as any in 
the room, ftood upright in the bed, and with a cheer- 
ful countenance faid, ‘* Now I have gained the victory, 
and defy her and all the devils in hell to hurt me any 
more.”’ She then defired thanks to be returned to Al- 
mighty God for her deliverance, which was done: and, 

in a fhort time, a {mile appeared in every face: a cheer- 
fulnefs in every afpect. With pleafure | can affirm, 
that fhe fill continues better, and has felt nothing of 
her former diforder ever fince. 

The whole of this narrative can be attefted by many 
perfons of the moft undoubted veracity ; fo that howew 
ver it may be ridiculed by the fceptic, as the failies of 
a luxuriant fancy ; 5 oF by ‘the infidel, as the enthufiafm 
of a heated imagination, it is, neverthelefs, perfectly 
true. 

What is very remarkable, fome who formerly denied 
the exiftence of witches, were that night fully convine- 
ed of their miftake, and I believe {till continue fo. The 
author of this narration, who was an eye and ear wit- 
nefs to maft of the whole fcene, has two reafons for 
publifhing it. The firft is, to magnify the power and 
goodnefs of Almighty God ; his power, in relieving a 
reafonable creature from infupportable mifery, and in 
curing a difeafe which far furp: affed the {kill of human 
phy ficians ; ; and his goodneis, in extricating a whole 

‘amily from a fiate of the utmott diftrefs and confufion. 
the fecond is, to prevent the fpreading ‘of falfe re- 
ports. Which are flying with amazing rapidity. 
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This is far from being a full defcription of the mat- 
ter; becaufe, in fact, neither tongue can exprefs, nor 
pen defcribe, what was feen and heard during the time 
of this extraordimary difeafe. This is only a cangid re- 
prefentation of it, fo far as was judged neceflary ; and 
yet I queftion if the annals of hiltory can produce fuch: 
another. 





T. H. 






Cannobic, Marc 31, 1781. 
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Some Account of Mr. Wrrrram Green. 


Was born in London, Sept. 22, 1739. My mother 
J being pregnant with me, heard the firft fermon which 
Mr. IWefley preached at the Foundry. Soon after, the 
found peace with God, and walked worthy of the gof- 
pel to the day of her death, having been a member of 
the fociety upwards of thirty years. 
© I had the firft part of my education at the Founc iry- 
{chool, fo that I was early inftructed in the principles 
of religion. But I was no better than ifI had not been 
inftructed at all; ; for God was not in all my thoughts. 
Between thirteen and fourteen I was put apprentice to 
2 man who had fome degree of the fear of God. For 
gbout three years he was able to manage me; _but afrer- 
wards I neither regarded the threatenings of my matter, 
nor the counfels of an affectionate mother, but ran on 
in my own ways. When my apprenticefhip was out, | 
was for ten years a faithful fervant of the devil. Bur 
for the laft two years, 1 was very far from being a wil- 
_ ling captive; one hour praying again{t fin, the nex: 
falling into it. I could truly fay, The good that I would, 
I do not ; but the evil which T vould not, that I do. 
About July i ind a perfon Jent me one of Mr. We/- 
fey’s Journals. T read it with prayers and tears; feeing 
much beauty in bdiig perle ccttted for righteoutnels fake, 
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Soon after, I read Bifhop Taylor’s Rules for Holy Living 
and Dying: one paflage ftruck me much: ‘ A true 
lover of God is more grieved on account of an impure 
dream, than one who does not love him is, on account 
of a grofs outward fin.” And it put me upon praying 
earneftly, that God would give me this love. 

In Augutt following, Mr. We/ley coming to town, I 
went with eagernels to hear him. His text was, My 
fin give me thy heart. But he fhot over my head; I un. 
deritood nothing about it. However I went in the 
evening to Moorlields, and heard Mr. Muriin preach. 
And there it pleafed Ged to touch my heart. I went 
directly home greatly affected: fo that my wife, though 
a ferious woman, could not imagine what was the mat- 
ter with me. But thefe impreflions wore off, and I {till 
continued a flave to gaming, my befetting fin. Howe- 
ver | continued to hear on Sundays, and was much 
pleafed with what I heard. And after a time, my dear 
mother, by much perfuafion, prevailed upon me to 
meet in a clafs. From this time my chains began to fall 
off. I think, I had not met above three tires, before 
all my outward fins left me, and I fhook off all my old 
companions. 

I was now a clofe att teiedent on all the means of grace. 
I clearly faw, that I was a fallen f{pirit; and | as clearly 
faw, that relicion was to reftore me to that image of 
God from which I fell. It was now the fear of God 
took place in my foul. But in this l was greatly miftak- 

; [thought myfelf a good believer; w hereas I way 
rma as ivnorant of the nature of faith, as I am now of 
Greek. Soon after [ heard Mr. HWe/fey preach on, Bee 
lieve in the Lord “Fefus Chrift, and t thou Shalt be Javed. I 
liftened very attentively, but {till could mot find out 
what Faith was. 

The fame evening I went to Mr. Maxfieid’s ch sapel. 
fle was preaching upon the fame text. He faid, Faith 
is a divine conviction, that Chrift died for ae.” Buri 
found, I could no mor > give myfelf this conviction, 
than I could make a world. I was now the Holy 
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Ghoft convinced me of fin, becaufe | believed not in 
Jefus. I went home in deep heavinefs, and told my 
wife, I was an unbeliever, and that if | died as I was, 
I fhould go to hell. I was utterly flain by thofe words, 
He that believeth not, fhall be damned. For want of this 
conviction of unbelief, how many thoufands ftop fhort 
of faving faith ? 

But though I was fo fully convinced of fin, I was fo 
far from being difcouraged, that I was all hope, know- 
ing that if all the fins of the world were upon me, the 
mercies of God infinitely furpaffed them all. 

About Chriftmas I went to hear the letters read. One 
of which gave an account of a wonderful work among 
the children at Kingswood, {ome of whom were deter- 
mined, not to eat or fleep till they knew their fins were 
forgiven. I went home full of the {pirit of mourning, 
and yet big with earneft expectation. The next day my 
forrow was fo great, that I could do no work: till up- 
on praying with a friend, the cloud began to difperie, 
and light broke into my foul. But I was determined, 
not to be fatisfied with any thing fhort of an affurance 
of pardon. In this fituation of mind | went to bed. 

® About two o’clock the next morning, Dec. 30, 1770, 
I was waked by a full fenfe of the love of God. The 
fkies poured down righteoufnefs into my foul, and | 
could boldly fay, 


“¢ For me, I now believe he dy’d! 
He made my ev’ry crime his own.’ 


I was now happy in God; his Spirit bearing witneds 
with my {pirit that I was a child of God. But about 
three days after, 1 was forely tempted ; and a thought 
{triking into,my mind, that | was to be a preacher, this 
put me upon many reafonings, which ftrengthened the 
temptation. I believe the thought was from God: yet, 
for tix weeks I was greatly perplexed. However, I ne- 
ver joft, for one moment, * lenfe of my acceptance. 
Yea, and I knew the work of the Spirit was going on, 
and felt the bleflednefs of enduring temptation. 
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Being at S**'~felds on Sunday, I was greatly 
ftrengthened while thofe words were finging : 


« Ev’n now the Lord doth pour 
His bleffing from above, 
A kindly gracious fhow’r 
Of heart-reviving love : 
The former and the latter rain, 
The love of God and love of man.” 





My faith was ftrengthened, my peace flowed as a ri- 
ver, and I had a clearer view of a crucified Saviour. 
About this time, a hymn-book of Mr. Charles We/ley’s 
fell into my hands, which {peaks largely and particular- 
ly concerning entire fanctification. I read it with atten- 
tion, and comparing it with the feripture, a fair prof- 
pect opened to my view, At the fame time I faw my 
vaft diftance from it, in a manner I never did before. 
And yet 1 wanted to fee it more, and | could not 
bow my knee, but words to this purpofe flowed from - 
my lips, 


** Shew me, as my foul can bear, 
The depth of inbred fin : 2 

All the unbelief declare, . 
The pride that lurks within.” 


My prayer . as anfwered: I had a furprizing view 
of the total finfulnefs of my heart. I knew this diico- 
very was from God. I believed it poflible to be faved 

‘ from all fin before death. I believed it poflible to be 
thus faved ina moment: and I believed that moment 
was near. So that] could cheerfully fing, 











@ sd, 


+ - 


—— 


«« The glorious crown of righteoufnefs 

To me reach’d out, I view: 
Conqu’ror through him, I foon hall feize 
And wear it as my due.” 








In this ftate of mind I went to Spitalfields chapel. Mr. 
Wefley’s text was, Now is the day of feeceing He ad- 
drefled himfelf chiefly to believers.’ I found I was one 
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to whom this word of falvation was fent. An inexpref- 
fible hunger and thirft after full falvation took place in 
my foul. And I thought, furely I thall be filled there- 
with. But the queftion ts 5 When? The anfwer was, 

If thou canft believe, now is the day of falvation. And 
I was as clearly convinced of unbelief, as I was before 
my juftification. God told me, his time was now. Un- 
belief told me, it was not now! O the wickednefs of 
a heart, that is but partly renewed in the image of God! 

As I formerly felt, that I only wanted faith in order 
to be juftified, fo I now felt, that I only wanted faith 
in order to be fanctified. But I knew, every one that 
afketh receiveth. I therefore gave myfelf to prayer, 
nothing « doubting but God would anfwer. For two days 
] prayed continually. I prayed in my fhop: I pray ed 
in the {treet : I prayed rifing up: I prayed lying down. 
The Lord heard and anfwered me. At the end of two 
days, it feemed as if my ftrength failed me, and 1 
could only fay, * Lord, I will believe: help thou my 
unbelief!’ 1 was enabled, to bring the words to the pre- 
fent moment. I felt that faith which bringeth falvation, 
and rejoiced with joy unfpeakable and full of glory. 
In that moment I was as clearly faved from fin as ever 
1 was juftified. And this bleffing was beftowed upon 
me, only eight weeks after the former. 

Surely w hen God gives any blefling, it is his will 
that we fhould keep it. But I did not keep this long. 
I fancied, becaufe I had much love, I had much know- 
ledge, and that therefore few could teach me. I forgot 
that { had need every moment of the imterceffion of 
Chrift. And I fixed my own meaning on feveral texts 
of feripture, which expafed me to a flood of enthuafi- 
afm. This brought on fome loving oppofition from my 
brethren, which was not always received in the fpirit 
of meeknef fs. And I funk lower and lower, till I had 
no longer any pretence to perfect love. But notwith- 
landing my great unfaithfulnefs, God did not wholly 
withdraw himfelf from me. 1 ftill retained a fenfe of 
gcceptance, which indeed I have not loft an hour fines 
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i firft received it. Put yet I fenfibly felt, that it is an 
evil and a Liter thing,. to fin againft God. My natural 
tempers again prevailed, and I could not keep mylelf 
from idols. [ was barely kept from outward fin. And 
this, | knew, was not by my own {lrength. 


[ To be concluded in our next. | 
ee > 


. The following Account of Mr. Srupzr, is fo full of re- 
markable Incidents, that it is believed it will be both 
pleafing and ufeful to the pious Reader. It is taken from 


Mr. Turner’s Remarxasrté PROVIDENCES. 


R. Studly’s father was a lawyer in Kent, of about 
i 40ol. a year. He was a great enemy to the pow- 
er of religion, and a hater of thofe that were then call- 
ed Puritans. His fon, in his youth, feemed to follow: 
the fame fteps, till the Lord called him home in the 
following manner. ‘The young man was at London, and 
being drunk one night, as he was going towards his 
lodgings, fell into a "cellar, and in the fall was feized 
with horror, and thought he fell into hell. It pleafed 
God he took little harm by the fall, but lay there fome 
hours, ftill thinking he was in hell. 

After he was come to himfelf, and was got home ia- 
to Kent, he betook himielf to read and ftudy the ferip- 
tures, and to much prayer. At length, his father per- 
ceived this; and fearing he would turn Pwritan, dealt 
roughly with him, and made him drefs his horfes, 
which he humbly and willingly fubmitted to. When 
his father perceived he fat up tate at night, reading his 
bible, he denied him candle-light, but ‘being allowed a 
fire in his chamber, he was wont to lie along and read 
by the fire-light. While he was dretiing his father’s 
horfes, and reading by the fire, he had great comforts 
from the Lord. Mis father feving thele means inetfec- 
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tual, refolved to fend him to France, that by the airinefs 
of that country he might be cured. He went, and be- 
ing at his own difpofal, placed himfelf in the houfe of a 
pious proteftant minifter; and between them, after 
they pwere acquainted, there grew great endearment. 
He made great progrefs in {peaking the language ; and 
foon after, he had orders to return home. The father 
intreating it, the landlord, with whom he had fojourn- 
ed, came into England with him, and both were made 
very welcome at his father’s houfe. But at laft the fa- 
ther finding the French gentleman and his fon at pray- 


ers together, paid him what was due to him, and fent , 


him away. 

Then his father having an intereft in a great lady at 
Whitehall, prevailed with her to take his fon for her 
gentleman. He thought by a court-life to drive away 
his melancholy (as ‘he called his fon’s ferioufnefs. ) 
The lady had many fervants; fome of whom were giv- 
en to fwearing, whom this young gentleman reproved, 
with that prudence and gravity, that fin fell down be- 
fore him. And if any of the fervants had been ill em- 
ployed, and had heard him coming, they would fay, 
** Stop! Mr. Srudly is coming.’ iter a year’s time, 
his father waited upon the lady, to ineuise of his fon’s 
carriage. She anfwered, fhe was glad fhe had feen his 
fon’s tace, he had wrought a mighty reformation in her 
family.. She that had formerly been troubled with un- 
ruly fervants, by his prudent carriage was now as qui- 
et in her houfe as if fhe had lived in a private family in 
the country. At this, the father ftormed, “ What, will 
he make Puritans in Whitehall?” He told the lady 
that was no place for him, he would take him with 
him, which, to her trouble, he did. 

When he had him at home in Kent, as his laft refuge, 
he thought of marrying him; and to that end found 
out a match, which he thought fit for his ends. He 
ordered his fervant to make ready their horfes in the 
morning, and when they were riding on the way, he 
bade the man ride before. He then fpake to his fon te 
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this. purpofe: *‘ Son, you have been matter of great 
grief to me; and having ufed many means to reclaim 
you from this way, to no purpole, Thave one more re- 
medy in view, with which if you comply, | fhall fettle 
my eftate upon you, elfe you ‘fhall never enjoy a groat 
of it; I am riding to fuch a gentleman’ s houfe, to 
whofe daughter I intend to marry you.” ‘The fon faid 
little, but went with his father, who before had made 


way there. They were entertained nobly; he had a, 
fight of the young lady, a great beauty, and the young 


man fell much in love with her. When they had taken 
their leave, and were on their way heme, his father 
afked him what he thought of her? He anfwered, * No 

man living, but muft be taken with fuch a one; but I 
fear fhe will not like me.” ‘The father bid him take no 
care for that. The wooing was not long; at three 
weeks end they came to London to buy things for the 


wedding. The father had charged, that, in the time of 


wooing in that gentleman’s houfe, there fhould be no 
{wearing or debauchery, left his fon fhould be difcou- 
raged. Wedding clothes being bought, and the day 
come, the young couple were married. At the wed- 
ding-dinner, at her father’s houfe, the mafk was taken 
off; they fell to drinking and fwearing among their 
cups; and, amongft others, the bride {wore an oath. 
At this the bridegroom, as a man amazed, took occafi- 
on to rife from the table, {tepped forth, and going to 


the ftable, took a horfe, reap and rode away, not . 


knowing whither. As he rode along, he bewailed him- 
felf as undone, and that defervedly ; 7 he had been fo in 
love, and the bufinefs fo hurried on! He and, he had 
at that time reftrained prayer, and flackened his com- 
munion with Ged, whereas, in that erand aflair he 
fhould have been doubly ferious ; and fo might thank 
himfelf that he was utterly undone, He fometimes 
thought of riding quite away. At laft, being among 
the woods, he led his horfe into a folitary pla we, ‘tied 
him to a tree and betook himielf to his prayers: 2 and 
tears, in which he fpent the afternoen. Cod had alicred 
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his argument of prayer; which was now for the con 
verfion of his wife. He did not rife from prayer, with- 
out good hope of being heard. At the bride-houfe there 
was hurry enough; horfe and man (after they mitled 
the bridegroom) being fent every way. 
in the evening he returned, ‘and inguiring where 
his bride was, went up to her and found her in. her 
chamber penfive enough. She afked him, * If he had 
done well, to expofe her to fcorn and derifion all the 
cay?’ He entreated her to fit down upon a couch by 
him, and he would give her an account of what he had 
done, and tell her the flory of his whole life. He went 
over the ftory, not without great affection and many 
tears ; the flood-gates of which had been opened in the 
woods. And ever and anon, “ through grace, God did 
fo and fo for me.”” When he had told her his ftory, 
fhe afked him, what he meant by thofe words, fo often 
ufed in the relation, ** Through grace?” and then afk- 
ed him, if he thought there was no grace for her, who 
was fo wretched a flranger to God? Yes, my dear, faid 
he, there is grace for thee: ; That I have been praying 
for, this day, in the woods. And God hath heard my 
prayer, and feen my tears, and let us now go together 
to him about it. ‘Then did they kneel down by the 
couch-fide, and he prayed: and fuch weeping and fup- 
plication there was on both fides, that when they were 
called down to fupper, they had hardly eyes to fee with, 
fo fwelled were they with weeping. At fupper the 
bride’s father (according to his euitom) oe The 
bride immediately faid; ‘* Father, 1 befeech you fwear 
not.”” At which the bridegroom’s father, in a great 
rage, rofe from table: what (fays he) is the devil in 
him! hath he made his wife a Puritan’ already? and 
fwore bitterly, that he would rather fet fire (with his 
own hands) to the four corners of his new-built houle, 
than ever he fhould enjoy it. Accordingly he made his 
will, gave his fon (when he fhould die) ten pounds to 
ent off his Claim; and gave the eftate to fome others, 
ef whem Dr. Reewes was one. Not long after, he died. 
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Dr. Reeves fent for the gentleman, paid him his ter 
pounds, told him he had been a rebellious fon, and 
difobliged his father, and might thank himfelf, He re- 
ceived the ten pounds, and meekly departed. Sis wife 
(the match was fo huddled up) had no portion promif- 
ed, at leaft that he knew of, wha relied on his father. 
And fhe was alto deferted by her friends: but having 
two hundred pounds in her own hands, that had been 
given her by a-grandmother, they took and ftocked a 
farm in Sufex. ‘There Mr. Knight hath olten been, and 
feen her, who had been highly bred, in her red wait 
coat milking her cows. She was now become the great 
comforter and encourager of her hufband. God, faid 
fhe, hath had mercy on me, and any pains-taking is 
pleafant to me. There they lived with much comfort, 
and had the bleffing of marriage, divers children. 
After three years, he was met on the read, in Kent, 
by one of the tenants of the eftate, and faluted by the 
name of landlord: alas! faid he, I am none of your 
landlord: yes, you are, faid he; I know more than 
you do of the fettlement: your father, though a cun- 
ning lawyer, with all his wit, could not alienate the 
eltate from you, whom he had made joint-purchafer. 
Myfelf, and fome other tenants know it, and have re- 
fuled to pay any money to Dr. Reeves : I have fixteen 
pounds ready for you, which I will pay to your acquit- 
tance, and that will ferve you to go to law with them. 
He was amazed at this wonderful providence, received 
the money, fued for his eftate, and, in a term or two, 
recovered it. His bleffed wife, who enjoyed a loving 
hufband, divers fine children, and a plentiful eftate; 
in the midit of thefe outward bleffings, fell into a way 
of queftioning the truth of her grace, becaufe of out- 
ward profperity. This was her fin without doubt, for 
which Mr. Anight rebuked her ; but it was a fevere re- 
buke that the Lord gave her for her unthankfulnets : a2 
fine boy, about three years old, fell into a kettle of 
lealding wort, and was taken out by his mother, and 
died. "This fhe looked on as the Lord’s dilcipline for 
7. 
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her unthankfulnefs, and was inftructed. This relation 
was fent me (fays Mr. Turner) by the Rev. M. Single. 
ton, now living in Hoxton-Square ; and he received it 
from Mr. Knight, who was intimately acquainted with 
Mr. Studly. 









hE DD — 


[The following Account is inferted, not only becaufe 

it is a remarkable inftance of Divine Providence, but 
? becaufe the important Difcovery made therein, may 
be a means of preferving many lives. } 







A Narrative of Capt. Kennepr’s Diftrefs and Deli-. 


verance. 










[Written by himfelf.] 





E failed from Famaica the 21 of December, 
V \ 1769, bound for Whitehaven. But having met 
with a hard gale at North, in lefs than an hour’s time, 
as we were attempting to return back thither, the water 
overflowed the lower deck, and being thirteen in num- 
ber, we could fcarce get into the yaul, before the vei- 
fel funk. After an unfuccefsful attempt of three days, 
we were obliged to bear away for the bay of Honduras. 
On the 7th day we made Swan’s Ifland; but we found 
no food there, only a little brackifh water, and a few 
wilks. In the evening we embarked again for the Bay, 
with only fix quarts of water. From the 7th to the 14th 
of our being in the boat, we had neither meat nor drink. 
When nature was almoft exhaufted, I foaked my 
clothes in falt water. And this I did twice a day; and. 
then put them on without wringing. ‘To this I impute 
the prefervation of my own life, and that of fix other 
perfons, who muft otherwife have perifhed. The hint 
was firft communicated to me from the perufal of a 
treatife written by Dr. Lind. 
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There is one very remarkable circumftance, which 
was that we daily made the fame quantity of urine, as if 
we had drank moderately of any liquid. This muft be 
owing to a body of water being abforbed through the 
pores of the fkin. The faline particles remaining in our 
cloathing, became encrufted by the heat of our bodies 
and that of the fun, which cut and wounded us at 
firft; but we found, upon wafhing out the faline par- 
ticles, and frequently wetting our cloathes without wring- 
ing, the {kin became well in a fhort time; and fo great 
advantage did we derive from this practice, that the 
violent drought went off, the parched tongue was cured 
in a few minutes, after bathing and wafhing our 
clothes; at the fame time we found ourfelves as much 
refrefhed as if we had received fome actual nourifhment. 

uere. Whether bathing in falt water would not be 
of infinite fervice in hot burning fevers, by breaking 
the too great adhefion of the blood, which is the caufe 
of them? 

It is to be remarked, that four perfons who died in 
the boat, drank large quantities of falt water, and died 


delirious: the other two died on land through fatigue, 


. 
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| COD > — 
An Account of Mrs. Farr Mener. 


T 
July 31, 1741. 


EARING that one of our fifters ( Fane Muncy) 
was ill, 1 went to fee her. She was one of the 
fir women-bands at Ietier-Lane : and when the con- 
troverfy concerning the means of grace began, f{tood in 


‘the gap, “and contended earneftly for the ordinances 


oice delivered to the faints. When foon after it was 
ordered, That the unmarried men and women pen 
have no converfation with each other, fhe again witl 
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ftood, to the face, thofe who were teaching for doctrines, 
the commandments of men. Nor could all the fophiftry of 
thofe, who are, without controverfy, of all men living 
the wifelt in their generation, induce her either to deny 
the faith fhe had received, or to ufe lefs plainnefs of 
fpeech, or to be lefs zealous in recommending, and care- 
fully practifing, good works. Infomuch that ma ny tins, 
when fhe had been employed in the labour of love till 

eight or nine in the evening, fhe then fat down and 
wrought with her hands till twelve or one in the morn- 
ing : not that fhe wanted any thing herfelf, but that fhe 
might have to give to others for neceflary ufes. 

From the time that the was made leader of one or 
two bands, fhe was more eminently a pattern to the 
flock : in feli-denial of every kind, in opennefs of be- 
haviour, in fimplicity and godly fincerity, in Redfatt 
faith, in a conftant attendance on all the public and all 
the private ordinances of God. And as fhe had /abour- 
ed more than they all, fo God now called her forth to 
fuifer. She was feized at firit with a violent fever; in 
the beginning ot which they removed her to another 
houfe. Here fhe had work to do which fhe knew not 
of. ‘The maiter of the houfe was one who cared for none 
of theie things. But he oblerved her and was convinced. 
So that he then began to underiland and lay to heart, 
the things that bring a man peace at the laft. 

In a few days the fever abated, or fettled, as it feemed, 
into an inward impofthume; fo that fhe could not 
breathe without violent pain, which increafed day and 
nicht. When I came in, the ftretched out her hand 
and faid, ‘ Art thou come, thou blefled of. the 
Lord. Praifed be the name of my Lord for this.” | 
afked, ** Do you faint, now you are chaftened of him?” 
She faid, ** O no, no, no. I! faint not. [ murmur not. 
I rejo ice evermore.” [ faid, ** But can you in every thing 
give thanks?’ She replied, “ Yes, I do, I do.” | 
faid, * Ged will make all your bed in your ficknefs.”” 
She cried out, “ He does, he does. 1 have nothing to 
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defire. He is ever with me, and I have nothing to do 
but to praile him.” 

In the fame ftate of mind, though weaker and weak- 
er in body, fhe continued till Tuefday following : when 
feveral of thofe who had been in her band being pre- 
fent fhe fixed her eyes upon them, and fell into a kind 
of agonizing prayer, That God would keep them from 
the evil one. But in the afternoon when I came, fhe 
was quite calm again, and all her words were prayer 
and praife. ‘The fame fpirit fhe breathed, when Mr. 
Maxfield called the next day. And foon after he went 
fhe flept in peace. A mother in Ifrael haft thou been, 
and thy works fhall praife thee in the gates ! “ 
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An extraordinary Inftance of the Goodnefs of Divine Pro- 
vidence to Mr. Davip AnbeERsoN, Minifter at Wal- 
ton, upon Thames, ejedted by the Bartholomew AG, 
1662. 


HIS good man, foon after his ejectment, croffed 

the feas, went into Zealand, and fett!ed at Mid- 
dleburgh, with his wite and five [mall children. Having 
no employment, he foon confumed the little money he 
had carried over with him; owed a year’s rent for his 
houfe, and was reduced fo as to want bread: yet fuch 
was his modefty, that he knew not how to make his 
cafe known in a ftrange country. In this condition, 
after he had been one morning at prayer with his fami- 
ly, his children defired fome bread for their breakfaft : 
but having none, nor money to buy any, they all burft 
into tears. In this cafe the bell at the door rung; and 
Mrs. Anderfon went, in a mcan habit, to fee who was 
there. The perfon that wrung the bell, afked for the 
miltrefs: fhe anfwered, that her name was Anderfon. 


ere, fays he, a gentleman has fent you this paper, 
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and will fend you fome provifions prefently. When 
they had opened the paper, they found forty pieces of 
gold in it. The meflenger went away, without telling 
his name, or whence he came. Soon after, came a 
countryman with a horfe load of flefh, fith, herbs, and 
bread, yea, and of all things neceflary. Neither did he 
tell them from whence they came ; nor did they know 
to their dying day who it was. But Mr. Fohn Quick 
(from whofe memoirs this account is taken) being, in 
1681, paftor of the Englifh church at Middleburgh, 
came accidentally to the knowledge of the whole mat- 
ter. For being at the country-houfe of Mijn Heer de 
Koning, a magiftrate of that city, and happening to 

ation that ftory, M. de Koning told him that he was 
the’ perfon that carried the gold from Mijn Heer de 
Hofte, a pious merchant of that place, with whom he 
was then an apprentice. He added, that Mijn Heer de 
Hofte, obferving a grave Engli/h minifter walk the ftreets 
frequently, with a dejected countenance, inquired pri- 
vately into his circumftances, and apprehending he 
might be in want, fent him the gold by M. de Koning, 
and the provifions by his country fervant, faying, 
“God forbid, that any of Chrift’s Ambafladors fhould 
be ftrangers, and we not vifit them; or in diftrefs, and 
we not aflift them!’’ But he exprefsly charged both his 
fervants to conceal his name. This relief, befides pre- 
fent provifion, enabled Mr. Anderfon to pay his debts: 
and he could not help communicating this inftance of 
the great goodnefs of God, to his friends and acquaint- 
ance. This coming to the ears of M. de Hofte, he af- 
terwards found a fecret way of paying Mr. Anderfon’s 
rent for him yearly; and conveying to him befides, 
ten pounds fterling every quarter ; which he managed 
fo as that he never could or did know his benefactor. 
M. de Koning kept the whole matter fecret, as long as 
his mafter lived, but thought himfelf at liberty to give 
this account after his death. 

Upon the death of Mr. Spang, minifler of the £n- 
elifh church at Middleburgh, Mr. Anderfon was unex- 
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pectedly chofen in his ftead. When the meflenger came 
from the church to acquaint him with it, his wife was 
fo overborne with joy at the goodnefs of God, in pro- 
viding them a fixed and honorable maintenance, that 
it threw her into a fever, of which fhe died. Mr. dn- 
derfon in fome time grew fickly, and died alfo in March 
1677. The lords of the city became guardians to the 
five orphans which he left behind him. The famous 
Anna Maria Schurman took one of his daughters, and 
two other Dutch gentlewomen the two others, and be- 
came mothers to them. And the unknown benefactor 
continued his kind offices to them all. M. de Hoje 
took his two fons under his own charge, and by his laft 
will bequeathed a good portion to each of his daugh- 
ters. He ordered that the eldeft fon, who was very pi- 
ous, fhould be brought up a fcholar, and fettled upon 
him fixty pounds per annum fterling, for his education 
at one of their univerfities, where he afterwards died 
of a confumption; and appointed the youngeft to be 
bound apprentice, and when he fhould be out of his 
time, to receive fixty pounds fterling to begin the world 
with. So wonderful a Providence attended this pious 
eonfeflor, and his children after him. 


| CS >——— 


An ARIAN ANTIDOTE. 


RIAN principles, if true, fhut all men out of 
heaven, by denying the Saviour’s divine nature 
and atonement; feeing All have finned, and are guilty 
before God, Rom. iii. 19. And a created being—can by 
no means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ranfam 
Sor him, Pfal. xlix. 7. 
Hebrews i..6, 8, it is written, When he (the Fa- 
ther) bringeth in the firft-begotten into the world, he faith, 
Let all the angels of God worfbio him—fince, Thy throne. 
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O God, is s for ever and ever. Hence reafon concludes 
that Chrift is effentially God ; or all the angels of God 
(who difobey not his command) are idolaters. 

The oracles of God declare, All manner of fin and 
bla/phemy (again{t the Father and the Son) /hall be for- 
given to men; but blafpbemy againft the Spirit frail not be 
Jorgi ven. Hence rea! ion, ‘infallible reaion !”’ infers, If 
either is greateft in the adorable Trinity,. it is God the 
Holy Ghott. 

But greater or leffer in infinity, is not ; inferior God- 
head fhocks our fenfe ; Jefus was inferior to the Father, 
as touching his manhood, John xiv, 28. He was a Son 
given, and flain, intentionally, from the foundation of the 
world, Rev. xiil. 8. And the firft-born from the dead, of 
every creature, Col. 1. 15. 18. 

But Our Redeemer from everla/ting, Ua. \xiii. 16, had 
not the inferior name of Son: Jn the beginning was. the 
Word, and the Word was with God, from eternity, and 
the Word, made flefb, was God; and dwelt among us, 
John i. 14. x. 30. And as it was in the beginning, fo 
after his afcenfion, His name is called, The Word of Ged, 
Rev. xix. 13. He who ts, and who was, and who 
cometh—He that liveth, and was dead, and is alive for 
evermore, faith, I am "Alpha and Omega, the Firft and 
the Laft, the Lord God Almighty, Ma. xliv. 6. Rev. i. 

. 8. 18. 
; Immanuel declares to unbelieving earth ; There ere 
Three that teftify above ; (co-equal Majefty in heaven!) 
The Father, Word, and oa Ghoft, are One, 1 John v. v. 


7. 10. 
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Letters. 


LETTER XII. 


"Extract of a letter to Mr. T. H. of Philadelphia, from his friend 
im England. } 


Sheffield, 30th November, 1796. 
My dear iir, 


ILAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your agreea- 

ble favour of the 6th September ; it gave me real 
pleafure to learn by it, that you and family continued 
in health and peace of body and mind, and that you 
remembered me at the throne of grace: Continue to 
do fo, for God does anfwer the petitions of his fervants; 
and I doubt not but I have received many bleflings in 
anfwer to the prayers of the faithful. 

This town has been remarkably vifited by an out- 
pouring cf the Spirit of God, to convince, convert, and 
fanctify. “Yhe fecond day after my arrival here, I was 
at a love-feait: fuch a one as the like I never before 
witnefled—The chapel was full of nearly all converted 
and many fanttified fouls. ‘The feats and aifles were all 
crowded before the time; and very many could not 
cet in, but were obliged to return. This chapel holds 
upwards of three thoufand, and was fo filled from Shef- 
field and the neighbouring focieties within five or fix 
miles round. No time was loft; but very many were 
fo full of divine love, that they ‘could not contain! In 
many other places alfo God has glorioufly revived his 
work ;* and this ifland is ftill wonderfully favoured, 
notwithftanding outward troubles, which indeed are 
very little to what is generally fappofed. 

I have caufe to bleis God for bringing. me here at 
this time. I believe it will be made a great bleflin,; to 
my foul; "and indeed I never wanted it more. Vhank 
God, 1 do feel that he is love ! 

Aa 
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I thank you for mentioning ae, and fhall 
obliged by your taking notice of him in a religious way. 
I doubt not but the Spirit has flrove with “him, and 
I believe his mind is tender; but the world is deceitful, 
and worldly company enfnaring to young minds—And 
alas! what is all that this earth can give, without in- 
ward religion—righteoufnefs, and peace? 

May the Lord Jefus abundantly blefs you and yours, 
and exceedingly blefs your labours in his vineyard.— 
Tis a glorious ‘and an honorable work to call finners 
to repentance, and point them to the Lamb of God. 
I hear but little of politics, and have little concern a- 
bout them: God will bring about his own purpofes, 
and even the defigns of wicked men fhall be over-ruled 
for good. I truft a way is preparing for the {pread of 
the everlafting gofpel. 

I pray for the proiperity of Zion in your city—may 
Philadelphia indeed become a city eminent for peace! 
Shall be obliged by your communication : it will pleafe 
‘me to hear how you are going on in all refpedcts. | 
‘hope profperity will not prove the ruin of any ; but 
that the bleflings of God may lead to him, their fource. 


be 


lam, very ae 
Your friend, and obedient fervant, 
G. S. 


LE T T ER? wee. 
[From Mils B. to the Rev. Mr. Wefley.] 


Feb. 1761. 


Rev. Sir, 


Have juft received yours, for which I thank you. 
But alas! how apteare we to miftake in judging of 
others? You imagine /aying and doing, are with me the 
fame thing: but indeed they are not. For though, 
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blefied be God, I have much light in many things, I 
have {till very little power. O how wide is the differ- 
ence, between an outward and an inwerd chriftian! I 
now know, I may be outwardly devoted, and Aven up. 
to the work of God, and yet, whenever Jef "draws 
near to blefs me, never be found at home: never lilt- 
ening to the ftill, fmall voice, by which aloniip trie 
wifdom can be learnt. But I am not circum{pect in 
outward things: indeed Iam not. I am very neglig rent 
in denying myfelf and taking up my crofs. “Any thing 
that would help me in the practice of this, would do 
me much fervice. Never was my foul in more danger 
than now ; and I feel the want of inward holinefs aor 
than ever. It i is a very dangerous precipice, to be ble 

to the fouls of others, and needs the whole o senate 
tence of God, to fave us from being deftroyed thereby. 
For I often find a work: of mercy, nay, a means of 
grace, ftand between my foul and C hrift. I have toiled 
till my body was almoft laid up, when all the time it 
would have been more pleafing to God, had I been 
hewing woed or drawing water, with my foul evenly 
carried out after him. O fir, holinefs, holinefs is the 
thing we want; to have Jefus our all in all! Till this 
is effected, whenever I point another to th e Lamb of 
God, fomething ia myilelf cries, ** Behold me! behold 
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me!’ And I feel the weight of thofe words, 


“ Yea, though by faith vaft hills 1 could remove, 
Ve F a een . & love.” 
et a// is nothing Without perfect love. 


And why fhould this be delayed any longer? What” 
amazing anfwers to many prayers, have both you and 
i received, with regard to porban sin things ? And will 
not the ine love more aoundantly -conftrain him to 
blefs us in our fouls?! Surely this is an acceptable 
time! Yet the devil continually {trives to difcourage mé, 
and fugeefts, ‘* God will not do for thee as he has done 
for others.” But I <i// truft him: and I do believe, if 
from this time we fix our eye fteadily on the prize of 
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our high calling, the Lord will fhortly bring it into our 
hearts. ‘The Lord’s ear is not heavy, nor his hand 
fhortened that it cannot fave. O that we may now pierce 
heave epaagt our cries, and never ceafe till we fee his 
full falvation! May the Lord renew your ftrength, and 


fill Yqpr foul with love! 








Jam, yours, &Xc. 






M. B: 








LETTER XIV. 







{From Mrs. W. to the Rev. Mr. Wefley.} 





April 18, 


1701, 
Dear Sir, 


HE Lord has indeed done great things for me and 

my houfe: glory be to his name. And blefled be 

the day I was born, and made free with the glorious 
liberty of the fons of God. 

I dare not number the fouls that have been bleft un- 
der the prayers of fuch a wretch as I am, nor under 
my favoured roof. We fhall know them in their white 
robes, when we fing the fong of Mofes and of the Lamb. 
O what a joyful fong! What a rapturous meeting! 

Many will not believe what the Lord has done. O 
bear me upon your heart at the throne of grace, that 
1 may fo walk as to prove the work divine! I tremble 
now and then; but the Lord is my ftrength, and will 
compleat in heaven what he has begun upon earth. 

Strangers continually come and defire me to pray 
with them: which | do after I am convinced they are 
ferious. In lefs than fifteen minutes the Lord juftified 
three, who all rejoiced with loud cries of deliverance. 
‘Two more received pardon three days after. Scarce a 
day pales without fuch freth inftances of the goodnels 

t our Ged, fo that we ftand and gaze upon each other 
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with tears flarting in our eyes, and with praifes that our 
mouths cannot utter. How has my redeemer brought 
me from the brink of hell, to a land flowi ing with milk 
and honey ? 

Yet though I find joy and peace in believing tlt out- 
works of the foul are forely aflaulted at times. But the 
Lord is the watchman who neither flumbers nor fers, 
and all I have is in his hands. My joy is always heighten- 
ed at the aflurance of feeing my Saviour’s fervant, re- 
ceiving the gracious falutation of, ‘* Well done, good 
and faithful fervant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.” ‘Then fhall follow, (after many others) my two 
maids, my fon and daughter, together with your duti- 
ful and affectionate fervant, 

M. W. 


LETTER Xv. 
[From the fame.] 


April 23, 1761. 
Dear Sir, 


N the Wednefday that Jenny went to town, Mr. 
Guilford and fome others came to fee me. He 
afked, If I thought the Lord was ready to blefs me? L 
told him, “7 know he is waiting for me,” and then defir- 
ed we might go to prayer directly. I found power to throw 
my whole foul upon the Lord. And he fupported me, 
and brought me through Jordan. The fame day my 
maid Betty, and another in my houfe found remiflion 
of fins. * 

Jenny returned the next evening, and the Lord blefi 
my prayer for her. She was quite diiburdened of her 
wifdom, and became a foot for Chrift’s fake. My maid 
Betty, not hearing me pray fo earneitly for her, as I did 
for the other, began praying the more earneftly for 
herfelf: and the Lord gawe her the blefling. ‘Then 
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were our mouths, filled with laughter, and our fouls 
with love and praife. 

The next morning it came ftrongly to my mind, that 
the Lord would hear my prayer for my children. | 
kneeled down and afked. He heard and anfwered. The 
girl felt her fins forgiven. Afterwards the cried out 
“* Now, Lord, give me a clean heart: bring me alfo 
through Jordan.”” The Lord heard: fhe foon praifed 
him for deliverance from fin, and is {till {tedfaft in the 
faith. 

My fon quickly after came from town: and the 
Lord juttified him freely. I fent for one who had been 
feeking God twenty years : and the Lord juftified him 
alfo. ‘The fucceeding days were bleft to many fouls: 
and to mine in particular. Hearing of the blefiing giv- 
en to others, of having their mind “continually ftaid on 
God, I cried mightily to him for it: and for Chrift’s 
fake it was given me. This mercy confirmed the other. 
I find | am.a worm, and Jefus is all in all. Pray that 
the Lord would keep me low at his feet, and make me 
ufeful to his people. I think he will foon ripen me and 
take me home, and I do long to fee him face to face : 
yet I dare not with for this or any thing, but that his 
perfect will be done. 

Lam yours, &c. 


M. W. 
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Poetry. 


On TRINITY SUNDAY. 
[ By Dr. Byron. ] 
O-EQUAL Trinity was always taught, 
By the Divines moft fam’d for pious ‘thought ; ; 


The men of learning fill’d, indeed, thé page, 
With diffonant difputes from age to age: 
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But with themfelves, fo far as we can read, 
About their fchemes they never were agreed, 
When they oppos’d, by reafon or by wrath, 
This grand foundation of the chriftian-faith. 


For what more fundamental point, or grand, 
Than our afcending Saviour’s own command ? 
“Go, and baptize - all nations in the name””——— 
Of whom, or what? (For thence the fureft aim 
Of chriftian-doétrine muft appear the moit) 

The name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. 
Our Lord’s interpretation here we fee, 
O:—“ Thou fhalt have no other gods but me.”’ 


For can the phrafe, fo highly facred, tho 
The name of God to be omitted? No; 
By its eflential Triniry exprefs’d, 
It thow’d what faith Chri/ will’d to be profefs’d, 
One God the Fews had own’d, and one fupreme, 
With others lower, was the Pagan theme; 
How one was three, and how fupreme profan’d, 
Our Lord’s baptifma! ordinance explain’ d. 


’ 


The one divinity of Father, Son 
And Spirit, teaches <hriitiah dough to fhun 
Both Pagan and Raddinical miltake, 
And underftand what holy prophets fpake ; 
Or in the ancient writings, or the new, 
To which this doétrine is the facred clue; 
That fo conducts us .to the faving plan, 
Of true religion, as no other can. 


For, were the Son’s divinity deny’d, 
The Father’s muft, of courfe, be fet afide 
Or be a dark one How can it be brigh 
But by its own eternal, inborn light? 

The glory of the Father, is the So n, 

_ Of all his pow’rs begotten, or begun, 
From all eternity: take Son away, 

And what the Father can delight in, fay. 


’ 
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The Love paternally divine, implies 
Its proper object, whence it muft arife; 
That is, the Son; and fo the flial too 
Implies paternal Origin in view ; 
And hence the third, diftincly glorious tic 
Of Love, which both are animated by : 
Allis one God, but He contains divine, 
Living relations, evidently Trine. 


So far from hurting Unity, that hence 
The fulnefs rifes of its perfect fenfe ; 
And ev’ry barren, {piritlefs difpute, 
)__- Againft its truth, is pluck’d up by the root 
am The faith is folid to repofe upon, 
Father, Word, Spirit, undivided One ; 
By whom mankind, of three-fold life poffeft, 
Can live, and move, and have its being bleft. 


Not by Three Gods; or One fupremely great, 


With two Inferiors ; or the wild conceit, 

God, Michael, Gabriel ; or ought elfe devis’d, 

For we are in no creature’s name baptiz’d ; 

But of the whole, infeparably Three, 

Whofe fertile onenefs caufes all to be ; 

And makes a heav’n through nature’s ample round, 
By its paternal, filial {pirit crown’d. 


WISE EPICURISM. 


IVE while you live, the Epicure would fay, A 
4 ¢ d your 
And feize the pleafures of the prefent day : of #1 
Live while you live, the facred Preacher cries; ad: 
° - P . j 
And give to God each moment as it flies. 

Lord, in my views may both united be. ohk 

live mm pleafure when | hve to thee i 
1e 2g 


himf 





